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NOTICE.

This volume was published by the Aunthor in August
1853.

The Preface, Appendix, Introduction, and first two
Chapters have been translated by EpwarDp
SPENCER BEESLY, who has also revised and edited
the rest of the volume, and added the Table
of Contents, Marginal Analysis, references, and
footnofes throughout. Chap. III. has been
translated by SamueL LosB; Chap. IV. by
Faxxy Herrz; "Chap. VI. by JouN HENRY
Bripges ; Chap. VII. and Conclusion by
VERNON LusHINGTON and GODFREY LUSHINGTON.

The references to the ¢ Philosophie Positive’ are to
the first edition of the original.






PREFACE.

OO ——

THis VOLUME, containing the Philosophy of History, has been
written, without hurry or fatigue, in six months, unbroken by
any interruption (from February 6 to August 1, 1853). I have
never been able to accomplish as much before for want of
leisure ; and I am the more grateful for the honourable protec-
tion accorded me by the élite of the Western public, a protection
which enables me to devote myself exclusively to my great
mission. ' Although this collective patronage has not yet become
sufficient for my support, as the circular annexed to this preface
explains, its continuous increase inspires me with a moral
security which enables me to work undisturbed. Thanks to
this intervention, the infamous robbery perpetrated upon me
hy our scientific cliques, in order to stifie my philosophic
utterance, has only resulted in placing me in the most favour-
able position for completely developing the regeneration to
which I have from the first devoted my life. Thus the Priest-
'hood of Humanity has arisen in its most normal form; for its
material existence must long rest on the free contributions of
~ its true adherents, in order the better to guarantee to it that
spiritual independence which is indispensable to its social
destination.

The subject of this volume reminds me secondly of the im-
portant service rendered to me by the public spirit of M. Vieil-
lard, when he provided me with the means of accomplishing
_ with perfect freedom the course of philosophic -lectures on the
General History of Humanity which I publicly delivered in
1849, 1850, and 1851. Going over the subject thus three
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taste for the Philosophy of History, now so universal,’ will
cause the present volume to be read by persons who know
nothing of the preceding one. But I hope that most of them
will soon recognise the irrationality of such a proceeding, and
that a first perusal will set them to studying the second
volume before finally applying themselves to the third.

If the present volume be compared with the historical part
of my fundamental treatise, it will be found that while the
general coordination becomes here more profound and more
complete, the special explanations are less fully worked out. In
the last respect, my Philosophy of History, in this its definitive
shape, does not fulfil my former promises (Phil. Pos. iv. 3); for
I undertook that there should be more details and proofs here
than in the first sketch; to which, on the contrary, I am now
obliged to-refer my readers for that information. I understand
better than I did then the true conditions of the philosophic
regime, and I see that coordinated assertions, which I formerly
regarded as a purely provisional presentation of my doctrine,
must be the normal form of allreally systematic exposition. The
progress I have achieved has procured me a certain authority;
and my conceptions are sufficiently matured. I am entitled
therefore to proceed with the same freedom and rapidity as my
principal ancestors, Aristotle, Descartes, and Leibnitz, who con-
fined themselves to a definite expression of their views, leaving
the verification and developement of them to the public. This
exchange of intellectual services is at once more honourable
to the disciples and more profitable to the teachers. The
former thus become more penetrating and confident, while the
latter turn their special gifts to better account in constructing
new theories instead of working out old omes. If such a syn-
thetical organisation of instruction tends to concentrate sociolo-
gical studies in a few hands, that is another reason why I adhere
to the plan that I have finally adopted. For it is urgently
necessary, both on mental and moral grounds, to exclude from
this domain all ill-endowed or ill-prepared theoricians.

It follows from the above explanation that study of the
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present volume by no means does away with the necessity of
returning to the last two volumes of my philosophic treatise,
although the Theory of History becomes more satisfactory here.
The details given in the earlier work allow me the better to
direct my later efforts towards perfecting the general coordina-~
tion, especially as regards the two fundamental states of Fe-
tichism and Theocracy, of which I formerly made too little. It
is particularly necessary to turn to my first work for an account
of the Modern Movement which is there treated at more than
three times the length available in my present plan.

As for the social influence of this third volume, it: must
specially assist the intellectual reorganisation directly instituted
in the second. Statical Sociology founds the notion of, order;
then comes Dynamical Sociology and establishes the concep-
tion of progress as eternally subordinate to order. Here it is
that the new priesthood, speaking to the Living in the name
of the great company of the Dead, establishes its universal su-
premacy, which the next volume will complete by making it
the direct organ of Posterity. Ruling thus the objective popu-
lation of the living with the necessary concurrence of the two
subjective populations of the dead and the unborn, the positive
church has the means of wielding an authority superior to that -
of any theological church. For the old priesthood, having
always been incapable of placing itself directly at the social
point of view, could never become the minister of Humanity,
the power which, though hitherto unrecognised, really governs
the whole of human affairs. This new authority, the like of
which was never before known, is already making itself felt in
consequence of the natural concurrence of the present volume
with the second, even without the remaining and decisive
element of strength to be contributed next year by my con-
cluding volume. The general notion of continuous progress
more and more governs modern politics. Hitherto it has been
apprehended in but a confused way, and has consequently been
a source of disturbance. Here it is systematised, and so con-
verted into a necessary support of the fundamental order.
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As for retrograde politicians, this result of the present
volume ought, if not to convert, yet at least profoundly to
modify all of them who are really conscientious and judicious,
and only reject progress from a legitimate though empirical
aversion for anarchy. They find here a full consecration of all
the previous regimes, each of which, when at its best, was a
necessary element in the human developement, however de-
generate it may have become in its tendency to survive its
usefulness. This empirical clinging to the worn-out is especialy
excusable in the Catholic-Feudal constitution, which, as the
last form of the Theological and Military system, had to linger
on in its decay until the advent of Positivism, in order to
furnish the only representatives of order still existing. The
true religion alone can do justice to this party, which, in spite
of its exhaustion, is still widely extended, since it really com-
prehends the pretended conservatives, who, for want of an appro-
priate doctrine, are always driven to retrograde courses when
they are in power. It is called immovable. It has, however,
moved more than any other party since the beginning of the
French Revolution. Becoming sensible then of its own un-
popularity, it sincerely adopted constitutional monarchy, thougtk
contrary to all its principles. That modification was absolutely
futile; but it proves that the retrograde party is capable of
duly changing its opinions whenever it shall consider their
transformation necessary for preserving order, of which it has
made itself the only guardian in the West. Its official pre-
ponderance will naturally continue till the rise of the Positivist
Dictatorship. From it and no other party, therefore, will the
statesmen prepared by the Religion of Humanity suitably
receive their political investiture.

Upon the revolutionists the effect of this volume will be to
increase the aversion which their chiefs, with some noble ex-
ceptions, naturally feel for a doctrine which has always tended
thoroughly to discredit them. The true partisans of progress
will learn here that to direct it fittingly they must connect it
with the order which it developes, and must regard each step as
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resulting from all those that have preceded it. Now these two
conditions must profoundly impress them with the incapacity
of the guides they have so deplorably chosen. The notion of
progress is entirely positive in its origin, and is, therefore,
directly incompatible with a necessarily immovable metaphysic,
which takes for its type a pretended state of pure isolation
anterior to all human growth. Positivism comes forward to
oust the demagogues for ever from a domain which they could
never have usurped if the retrograde policy had not driven the
people to shape its social aspirations provisionally according to
a doctrine that is never anything else than negative. Hence-
forwards the revolutionary leaders must be regarded as the
principal enemies of the new faith, because it is robbing them
of popular confidence, to which the other camp does not pretend.
The Conservative or retrograde politicians have no doubt made
the mistake of not favouring, in the name of order, the free
propagation of a doctrine which, ever since it made its first
- appearance in 1822, has furnished the only true and decisive
refutation of anarchical teaching. But at least they have never
thwarted its spontaneous developement, whereas the Revo-
lutionists have 8’ ¥ays tried to arrest it by any and every means.
After having promised me in 1847 the scaffold of Condorcet,
they had to be content in 1849 with predicting for me the
hospital of Tasso; and now they spare no calumny to turn the
people away from Positivism. Kollowing the fundamental
principle of Negativism, each of them recognises no other
authority than his own, with respect at least to the most impor-
tant and difficult questions. They cannot, therefore, but rebel
incessantly against the discipline instituted by the Religion of
Humanity.

But the new priesthood will soon show them how efficacious
is that discipline which alone will deliver the West from a
party that has become the principal obstacle to the final re-
generation. Positivism wiil even deprive them. of the sympathy
inspired by persecution ; for it will dispose governments always
to respect freedom of exposition and discussion, the abuses of



PREFACE. b 44

which will be harmless when order shall be systematically
defended by the aid of an adequate doctrine. Stripped of thé
prestige of martyrdom, the three or four hundred incurables
who disturb the whole West will speedily subside into the social
nullity suited to their mental and moral nature. Their con-
tradictory Equality, which objects to superiors but not to in-
feriors, will vanish in a state of Liberty. Liberty, therefore,
is what they fear, now that free discussion confirms the con-
demnation pronounced on their doctrinés by experience. Al-
though the demagogues call all those who cultivate Veneration
servile, the respective attitude of the two parties towards
material power shows in which of them true mdependence is to
be found.

Nevertheless, while unmasking worthless chiefs, Positivism
ought never to neglect the conversion of the really honest
revolutionists who unfortunately still trust them. Minds the
most unsettled by subversive dogmas are susceptible at the
present day of the most complete discipline, if only they are
really disposed to Veneration and sincerely love Liberty. Those
alone are to be regarded as quite incurable who have neither of
these saving virtues, but trade on the anarchy of our time in
order to raise themselves, at any cost, to an eminence they do
not deserve. However, even putting aside such exceptionally
unworthy characters, Pogitivism must regret that the unreason-
ing resistance of Conservatives to any innovation whatever
obliges it, as was explained in my last preface, to address itself
in the first instance to Revolutionists. For one can hardly
reckon on the steadiness of converts gained in an irrational
camp where the question of progress is always isolated from
that ot order.

I have met with some valuable exceptions, especially among
proletaries, but I have never disguised from myself the natural
fragility of such adhesions, so that any falling away will find
me quite prepared.! Few stood the trial involved in the dicta-

! Among these revolutionary backsliders I am sorry to be obliged to notice the
distinguished artist (M. A. Et.ex) who was stated in the preface of the last volume
to have become a Positivist,

YOL. III. 3
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torial crisis of December 2, 1851, even among those who had
at first received most favourably the scheme of a more complete
dictatorship propounded in the new doctrine. The majority of
them, when they fell back into the revolutionary state, showed
their moral deficiency by ceasing to subscribe to my subsidy,
as if the founder of Positivisin deserved to starve because he
approved of the abolition of the parliamentary regime.

It is in the opposite camp then that the true religion must
henceforth chiefly look for converts, as was specially pointed out
in the preface to my last volume. There Positivism can assume
its normal attitude, because there the paramount question is
that of Order, which Pogitivism alone can solve, and which stirs,
particularly at the present day, anxieties more deep-seated than
the vague sympathy for an isolated conception of Progress.
But the Governments of the West are too much given over to a
retrograde empiricism to welcome the new polity as they ought.
This is why I am obliged to address myself to the East in order
to sketch the direct relations of Positivism to European conser-
vatives. By way of doing so I have offered the part of this
treatise already published to two eminent chiefs, in the two
manifestoes appended to this preface. Although the first of
these manifestoes cannot yet have arrived at its destination,! its

! The following letter, sent direct by post, and remaining as yet unanswered,
will sufficiently explain this unexpected delay:—

To His Majesty Nicholas 1., Emperor of Russia, St. Petersburg.

Paris, Thursday, Archimedes 20, 65.
(April 14, 1853.)
Sizs,

I have determined to present to your Majesty the first two volumes of
my System of Positive Polity and the little episodic work called tAe Positivist
Catechism, which is intended to describe succinctly my doctrine as a whole. These
three volumes ought to reach you, along with a special letter of December 20,
1852, calculated to give you some idea beforehand of the nature of the new faith.
You would have received the whole ere now, if I had not counted too much on a
special means of transmission which seemed to me preferable to the ordinary
mode. But being compelled to resort to the latter, I applied recently to the
Russian Embassy, where 1 was informed that they could not, by their rules,
undertake to transmit it without a direct and special authorisation. It is this
leave, Sire, which I now venture to request of you. The free circulation which my
fundamental work has always had in Russia encourages me to hope that a worthy
reception will be accorded to the treatise which completes it, and which is a proof
that from the very centre of Western agitation can arise conceptions neither
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importance determines me to publish it at once. Besides, this
may be the most effectual way of laying it before the person
to whom it is addressed. The second letter was transmitted
without any obstacle to the noble Vizier, during his short retire-
ment from the office which he has since worthily resumed.

It will at first be thought that as the Czar has shown a dis-
position to disturb Europe since my Russian manifesto was
written, I had better have deferred publishing it until these
unforeseen disorders, which cannot last long, should be at an
end. But besides that I read this piece to the Positivist Society
December 29, 1852, the need for its full publication appeared
to me upon the whole to be too urgent to brook such delay. I
am therefore bound to express at the same time my formal dis-
approbation of the Czar’s conduct in deviating if only for a time
from his usual policy. The scrupulous preservation of peace in
Europe is, in the existing political system, an axiom so universally
admitted, that the mere appearance or threat of violating it
can only proceed from want of energy. No chief, however, is
better placed than the Czar for duly resisting the mistaken
impulses of a backward people, whose blind enthusiasm he does
not share. Indeed with the people itself the enthusiasm is more
factitious than real.

The second manifesto is less important than the first;
but I would point out that it has an indirect as well as a’direct
use. While it elucidates the polity of the East, it may also
react on Western thought and help to place it at the true point
of view for the 1corganisation both of Islamism and Catholi-
cism ; for since the end of the Middle Age these two problems
are in their essential features the same. The habit of regard-
ing them as connected will do more than anything else, both 1n
the East and in the West, to make men see what must be the
frivolous nor subversive. Having regard to the involuntary delay in the trans-
mission of my books, I venture to press for a prompt despatch of an authorisation

which will permit me to show the just respect of -a true philosorher for the only
statesman of Christendom.
Salutation and Respect,
Avaeusts CouTa
(10 Rue Mounsieur-le-Prince.)
a2
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nature of that universal religion, the search for which has been
the main preoccupation of both halves of the Roman World.

Before concluding this preface I must give two personal
explanations, the one rectifying a gross error, the other fulfil-
ling a pious duty. When I am able to found the ¢ Occidental
Review,’ its quarterly publication will afford me the means of
making such announcements suitably. Till then, as I have no
acocess to the journals of the day, I can only publish these
special reports in my prefaces, where they are certainly some-
what out of place. |

From the outset of my career I have never ceased to repre-
sent the great Condorcet as my spiritual father. This regular
filiation appears clearly from a comparison of our doctrines,
since my foundation of Sociology consisted chiefly in duly
carrying out the plan conceived by my predecessor for subordi-
nating Polity to History. But the personal analogy between
ug, I make bold to say, goes to confirm our relationship as
philosophers; forin both cases there is a Mathematical prepara-
tion resulting in a continual tendency and a constant endeavour
to carry the scientific spirit into the domain of Society.

Such points of contact,’to say nothing of my constant
declarations, ought to satisfy all impartial and judicious minds
that it is absurd to trace my labours to the original prompting
of any one else than Condorcet. Nevertheless my unfortunate
connection in early youth with a depraved charlatan has sug-
gested to envious and frivolous persons an hypothesis which,
notwithstanding its irrationality, has been widely circulated.
An ephemeral sect, worthy in all respects of the chief whom it
invented for itself, had a principal hand in spreading this fable,
which enabled it at once to gratify its hatred and to make capital
out of my earliest writings. This was why I thought it right to
insert a special note on this subject in the last preface of my
fundamental work. I should have confined myself to that
decisive explanation if I had not afterwards found that it had
not prevented several writers, some of them well disposed
towards me, from thoughtlessly propagating a supposition more
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ridiculous even than it was odious. Any one who set the
doctrines side by side might Iong ago have seen how little
truth there was in this self-contradictory calumny, according to
which my first inspirations were derived from a source which
repels them. But, lest my silence should contribute to prolong
this m.isconcepfion, i return, for the last time, to painful
memories in order to declare here that I owe nothing to that
personage, not even the smallest instruction.

When he got hold of me I was not quite twenty years old,
and my enthusiasm, which till then had found its heroes only
among the dead, soon led me to -~egard all the conceptions
which sprung up in my own mind during our intimacy as due
to his original inspirations. When I had recovered from my
illusiony I saw that the only result of this connection had been
to hamper my spontaneous meditations, previously guided by
Condorcet, and that I had gained from it absolutely nothing.
From other persons whom I knew in those days I gained light
on secondary points, as I have always been glad to acknowledge.
But from my acquaintance with this man I gained nothing of
either scientific or logical value.

Such barrenness of result is easily explained by his nature
and education. He was a mere writer, and that a vague and
superficial one. He only differed from other literary men in
being less lettered than they, though in want of scientific
instruction he was quite on a level with them. Of original
creation he was always incapable. Even his mistakes he stole
from other people’s brains.

His transient renown will be looked on by posterity as one
of the characteristic symptoms of our mental and moral
anarchy, resting as it did on nothing but rampant charlatanism
without a grain of real worth. The heart and the intellect of
this personage are exactly painted in the cynical résumé of his
life which he was fond of giving; one half of it, according to
him, had been devofed to buying ideas, and the other half to

selling them.
I must riow conclude this preface by deploring the peculiar
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ill-fortune which recently deprived me of an eminent disciple,
who would, I doubt not, have become one of the best supports
of Positivism. When I noticed in the preface of the preceding
volume the worthy adhesion of a noble citizen of Philadelphia,
I little thought that a fatal malady was about to rob me of the
ill-fated Wallace at the age of thirty-five.

I had only three conversations with him—which, however,
were of a decisive character—and our correspondence in the
intervals was as short as it was precious; but I saw enough to
convince me of the loss he has been to Humanity. With his
rare qualities of heart, intellect, and character, he must have
powerfully expedited the difficult transition which is the task
of the nineteenth century. His speculative culture, esthetic as
well as scientific, was worthy of his fine natural gifts, and was
free from all affectation. But, from what he spontaneously
confided to me, I had reason to think that, notwithstanding the
literary attempts of his youth, he would have distinguished
himself more in active life, in a country where great citizens
are of more account than magistrates. As an estimate of his
true worth I venture to compare him with the most eminent of
American statesmen, Jefferson, although, from the inequality
of their developement and the difference of their situations, the
intellectual and moral resemblance between the two men is not
easily recognisable.

Whenever I see a really superior man thus pass away
before his time, I deplore the fate of Humanity in being
powerless aguinst the external laws which rob her of her best
organs. Although the subjective influence of the dead perpetu-
ates the services they rendered to their race in life, it can never
make us forget that we lost Bichat, Vauvenargues. and Bellini
before we had felt their full ascendency. Theological optimism
prescribes a stupid respect for such calamities. But the Posi-
tive Religion bids us deplore them as the most painful of the
imperfections in the Universal Order. May these legitimate
regrets at least dispose us to be more sensible of the value of
great men while we have them with us, that we may surround
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their lives with everything that can further their office instead
of letting them waste their energies in the struggle with envy
and misery !

In concluding this communication I must signalise the
noble example set by my unfortunate friend Wallace sponta-
neously in his last hours. He had become my largest subscriber,
and this objective patronage he subjectively perpetuated by
leaving me an annuity of five hundred francs. His worthy
brother, whom he charged with the execution of his last wishes,
accomplished this special duty with admirable delicacy.

Auvauste CoMTE.

10 Rue Monsieur-le-Prince.) Paris, Dante 23, 65. (Sunday August 7, 1853.)
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Solidarity with our contemporaries, which thus often becomes a source of
disturbance. The collective revolt of modern thinkers against all the
authorities of former times has gradually produced in each individual an
habitual insurrection of the mind against the heart, tending to destroy all
human discipline. The whole West is thus drifting towards a savage
communism in which true Liberty would be crushed under a degrading
Equality.

It is an unprecedented situation. Wae shall understand it better if we
contrast it with the only case in history which to some extent resembles
it—the passage of the Western world from Polytheism to Monotheism.
That long and painful transition was more social than intellectual; and
therein lay its principal difficulties, which consisted in a profound alteration
of ancient civic life in order to the entire abolition of slavery. . The Modern
Revolution, on the contrary, coming after that decisive transformation, is
chiefly intellectual, its main tendency being towards a radical renovation of
human conceptions, Here we notice the silliness of our learned doctors
whoee theoretic impotence and temporal ambition dispoee them to represent
as political a question which is essentially religious. Incapable of founding
a faith really new, they confine themselves, each in his own way, to restoring
the old one, shorn of the institutions indispensable to its completeness. In
the pursuit of this phantom, their efforts only tend to prolong indefinitely
the revolutionary state, by continually inciting the populace in every country
to new political attempts which can lead to nothing unless they rest on a true
philosophic reconstruction. Thus it is that in our day theoricians are the
most dangerous sources of disturbance because they are at bottom no less
retrograde than they are anarchic. Deplorable as is the stationary, or
rather obstructive, empiricism of Western governments, it is really more
conducive to every kind of progress than the theories of our philosophers,
by the very fact that it maintains material order in the midst of spiritual
disorder.

In this confusion, which many had honestly begun to think hopelees,
the source of the remedy becomes evident the moment we carefully
examine the disease. The fact is that the revolt of modern intellect is far
from being absolute. It bas indeed rejected beliefs which had become
really hostile to human reason; but it has submitted with docility to the
growing authority of the new dogmas of science, though not acquainted
with their demonstrations. True, this submission is at present limited to
Natural Philosophy. But from its continual extension we are entitled to
infer that it will apply also to the higher domains of Morals and Sociology,
provided that their theories are worked out after the same method which
has regenerated the lower sciences.

The chief difficulty then of Western reorganisation consists in rendering
Social Science as positive as all the sciences preceding it. When that is once
effected, each of the general maxims needed for our private or public con-
duct can be firmly established ; for they will rest on true demonstrations,
always open to the examination of competent minds, and spontaneously
accepted by the vulgar. Such a reconstruction is possible because the
future of Humanity, like every other future, is the result of a past that may
be completely understood, but which no intervention of the present, how-
ever energetic, can modify exceptin a secondary degree. This was why my
principal precursor, the eminent Condorcet, tried to found Polity directly on
History. His admirable effort was doomed to fail because the preliminary
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Thoroughly as this religious construction had been prepared by my
philosophic foundation, I should not have been able to carry it out properly
if I bad not myself at the right moment undergone a searching moral re-
generation under the holy influence of a woman—san influence which
during the last seven years has been continually strengthened, and perfected
by her death. For the modern spirit could only be renovated by one who
bad been radically imbued with it. This bad been my case, and I had
therefore full experience of its anarchical opposition to the normal rule of
the Heart, the cultivation of which in myself was indispensable to the
accomplishment of my last work. I should hold myself chargeable with
both ingratitude and self-deception if I did not draw due attention to this’
angelic influence; moreover it affords an example of the ultimate state of
human reason, in whichk Man will think under the spontaneous inspiration
of Woman.

Thus by a due cooperation of Heart and Intellect, and in the central
seat of modern anarchy, arose the fundamental dogma of Humanity, the
only poasible basis of the Universal Religion which had been sought in vain
for twenty centuries in the West and in the East. Henceforth our Unity
consists in always connecting our life, whether public or private, with this
immense and eternal Being, composed of all individuals really capable of
assimilation. Our whole developement, whether individual or social, is
governed by her normal destiny, which in its turn is ever subordinate to
the immutable laws of the Universal Order ; nor can our feelings, thoughts,
or actions be fully regulated in any other way than by loving and knowing
her in order to serve her. The mere general conception of Humanity at
once gives us the sacred formula of the Positive Religion: The principle,
Love; the basis, Order; the end, Progress. For the better guidance of
actual life, this universal rule is divided into two mottoes for ordinary use:
one moral and esthetic, Live for others; the other political and ecientific,
Order and Progress; the first being more specially appropriate to the
affective sex, the second to the active sex.

The spontaneous germs of this final religion necessarily exist even in
the earliest state of mankind. Amid the variety of religions incident to the
leng childhqod of our race, we can always discern the worship of Humanity
underneath the two worships which naturally precede it, that of Family
and still more that of Country. This twofold preparation is most clearly
seen in the case of those exceptional families, which through a succession of
generations have been devotea to.the principal public service. The organs
of this hereditary office are, from their position, more likely than other men
to catch the social point of view, and, if disposed to do their duty, soon
rise above the supernatural destination which would prompt them to isola-
tion, and feel themeelves to be eervants of Humanity, instituted by the Past
in the interest of the Future. Every normal supremacy tends to react in
this way on those who wield it, and the more deeply and definitely in pro-
portion as the authority is more vast and varied.

As the different modes of Polytheism were always closely connected
with polity, they never hindered the ancients from developing the feelings
naturally excited by collective activity. But Monotheism, especially the
Christian form of it, could only systematice human life by concentrating it
on an essentially personal end, which assumed such overwhelming import-
ance that it would have precluded all social progress if affective and. prac-
tical impulses did not always get the better of speculative obstacles, Posi-
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telligible to ons who is unacquainted with them. While, reciprocally, no
one can be really master of any science unless he studies its special his-
tory, which again is bound up at every step with the general history of
Humanity.

Not only does the Positive Doctrine lay stress op the preeminence of
bistorical conceptions, but the Positive Worslnp promotes it. The habit
of adoring worthy ancestors, public as well as private, becomes in fact in-
dispensable to the regular developement of the instinct of Continuity, the
principal type of sociability. The cultivation of this feeling is so urgently
needed at the present day, that I have thought it my duty already to pro-
pose to the West an historical Calendar, calculated to systematise the daily
commemoration of the entire

What the Positive Doctrine and Worship have commenced, the Positive
Regime completes. It, too, contributes to the normal preponderance which
belongs to History as the true guide of human life. The fundamental
principle of human Order is this: The Living are essentially and increasingly
governed by the Dead. It is only when this fact is recognised that the
general notion of immutable Laws can really prevail in Polity, to the utter
exclusion of all arbitrary Wills, human as well as divine. As for human
Progress, both intellectual and social, its kind and degree are determined
in each case by the general direction in which Humanity is necessarily
moving. When this truth is seen, the Present finds a sure rule of action in
what is its natural aim: to carry out the transition from the Past to the
Future in such a way as to prevent or repair fluctuations and deviations.

This historical basis having been laid, we are better able to estimate the
capacity of Positivism for regulating the whole of human existence.

Under its intellectual aspect, the Religion of Humanity sanctions most
profonndly all sound scientific studies; but at the same time imposes upon
them a wise encyclopedic dmclphne by constantly aubordmatmg special
research to broad general views. The entire system of positive theories
may thus be condensed into two grand sciences, Cosmology and Sociology,
studying respectively the Earth and Man. These are necessarily insuscep-
tible of further condensation, as neither can be reduced to the other, notwith-
standing their mutual relations. Without Cosmology, Sociology can have
no logical or scientific consistence, both by reason of its greater complexity,
and because the human order depends upon the material order. But, reci-
procally, when once Sociology is constituted, it furnishes the only discipline
for Cosmology, giving to the relative spmt its due predominance, and
hmnhmg every absolute tendency ; for we ought only to study the World
with a view to tho study of Humanity. The true Encyclopedic Hierarchy
is instituted by breaking up each of these two theeretic domains into its
different eesential elements. Hence we get, first, the Inorganic series,
cousisting of Mathematics as the foundation, and Astronomy, Physics, and
Chemistry comprehended therewith ; secondly, and depending on this neces-
sary basis, the Organic series, commencing with Biology and specmlly
characterised by Sociology, properly so called, with Morals for the crowning
science.

From the subjective pniut of view, this natural classification institu‘es
Positive Logic by determining the unalterable succession of our abstract
studies, no fundamental step of which can be omitted, even by the most
gifted thinker, under penalty of radical failure. From the objective point
of view, it marks the universal order of beings or existences. Thus, when
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end which prepares for the scientific training to be imparted by the
Church.

Under this feminine influence, Art, the soul of Worship, developes its
aptitude for strengthening our best feelings by their ideal exercise in worship,
the habit of which alone can prevent or remedy the hardening tendency of
speculation. Initiated by Woman into esthetic culture before the Priest
introduces us to science, we acquire a disposition always to cultivate the
instinet of perfection which must lend a charm to active lifs, and even help
to guide it.

Under its political aspect the chief feature of Positivism is that it
everywhere substitutes duties for rights, as it does laws for causes, by the
radical elimination of arbitrary wills, that so the relative may supersede
the absolute. Thus, every worthy citizen becomes a sncial functionary, nct
only exercising a special office, but taking part according to his qualifications
in the general economy. Confidence and responsibility—such are the two

nial conditions of service as between man and man, the conditions
under which independence and concert are brought into thorough harmony.
When power and wealth are constantly connected with their social purpose,
it is at once seen that they must be concentrated in the hands of individuals
and that the poesession of them must be justly protected, if they are to be
useful to the public; for great duties require great powers. Thus it is that
the universal preponderance of the human point of view ennobles and con-
solidates both obedience and command.

As the Positive Religion makes happiness consist in the full play of the

pathetic instincts, it disposus every one to seek principally for tie
pléasures of family life, these being naturally accessible to all, and indeed
in a special sense the privilege of the lower class. This being recognised,
worthy members of the higher class will see that their principal civic duty,
whether as individuals or as a body, is to secure everywhere the material
conditions of such an existence, by a righteous employment of the capital
which Humanity has entrusted to their dispoeal. o khve withowt conceal-
ment becomes the habitual rule of their conduct, because their aim is to
deserve public esteem ; and for this they have to look chiefly to the prole-
tariat, which is prepared, by means of the education gives to all ranks alike,
to add weight to the judgments expressed by the priesthood with respect
to the patriciat.” There is no subversive parliamentariem, but the humblest
citizen spontaneously exercises such consultative influence as his virtues and
lights command. The worthy exercise of power implies, as its necessary
consequence and complement, freedom to transmit it. Hence it is a funda-
mental law that each functionary chooses his successor, subject to the
approval of his own superior.

This rule must extend even to property. There must be complete frue-
dom to bequeath and to adopt, in order that responsibility may increase with
authority. The principal remedy, then, which Positivism has to offer for
the standing inconveniences of material property, consists in replacing the
theocratic inheritance, founded solely on birth, by the sociocratic inheritance,
which is more modifiable and better regulated. Moreover, as Positivisn is
above all things intended to discipline the various forces wielded by Man,
it does not so much ask how they have originated in each case as how
they are usually exercised ; and, from the latter point of view, it is always
for the interest of the pubhc that functionaries should be permneat.
‘When the plebeians are satisfied with their habitual position, they will pro-

VOL. III. b






- APPENDIX TO THE PREFACE. xxxiii

only power whicir can be universal in its extension. Political authority

~ cannot long be exercised over too dissimilar populations without degene-
rating into tyranny. The whole of Western Europe cannot be embraced
under one temporal power. Most even of the states which, since Charle-
magne, have composed this Western Republic, are become too large in con-
sequence of the temporary though indispensable incorporations due to the
spontaneous break-up of the Catholic-Feudal system. These violent or
factitious aggregations will soon be dissolved when the reconstruction of
the spiritual agglomeratxon shull have rendered the temporal concentration
superfluous.

Religious union, on the contrary, is naturally suitable to the whole
human planet. If this umversahty 80 much desired and even hoped for
does not yet exist, the reason is to be found chiefly in the impotence of the
beliefs which have hitherto directed the preparation of it. Theolegical
faith, by reason of its esaent.mlly subjective nature, never succeeded in unit-
ing more than a feeble minority of the human race. But the complete
reality which distinguishes the Positive faith will enable it to assume a
universal and freely accepted ascendency when the more backward popula-
tions sball have duly reached the normal level of the West. Then one and
the same priesthood will directly bind together all peoples by a uniform
education, eimilar manners, and common festivals. Its intervention will be
accepted in their disputes, and its direction in their concerted schemes for

If the Positive clergy is to render all these intellectual and social services,
its first need is entire independence of every temporal power. But in the
normal state the practical authority can never seriously endanger the funda-
mental separation of the two powers, although it may often desire to tyran-.
nise over the priesthood. For it will never pretend to rob the latter of its
principal office, education, since that requires a long and difficult theoretic
training. The danger will rather lie in the opposite direction. For the
speculative eurporanon might ensily acquire such deeply-rooted popularity
that some of its members might be tempted by a 8 culpable ambition to
usurp temporal supremacy, and so make sociocracy degenerate into theocracy.
Here is the rock on which the Final Regime might most easily make ship-
wreck ; and there will be incessant need for the spontaneous vigilance of
good citizens and the systematic care of worthy priests to check this retro-
grade tendency, which unfortunately corresponds to the patural infirmity of
the beet human types.

- This is why the first promise of the pnesthood will be a solemn renuncia-
tion, not only of all temporal office, but of all wealth, even held collectively,
whetber acquired or hereditary, Every member oP‘ the Positive clergy,
from the simple vicar up to the high priest of Humanity, will have no
means of subeistence but a fitting annual subsidy, at first arising from free
private contributions, and ultimately provided by governments. The priest
who. should make any other profit out of his office, even by the salg of his
~ books or by lectures, would be liable to deprivation. The only ambition
that any theorician may rightly feel ia, to merit in his own person the pre-
eminence which his class justly enjoys in the public esteem. This dispoei-
tivn will be all the easier because the number of the Positivist priests will
be small, both from the difficult preparation they have to go through, and
on account of the expense they involve. A complete and always demon-
. stzable- doctxine, rarely requiring systematic interpretation, will allow of &
| b3













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































